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Conference Chair Report for the 
41st Annual Stationary Source Sampling and Analysis for Air Pollutants Conference 

 
Dear Attendees: 

 
I want to say what an honor and privilege it has been for me to serve as the 41st SSSAAP Conference 
Chair.  I believe the SSSAAP is the most comprehensive conference aimed at the sharing of technical 
information on the subjects of measurement and analysis of air pollutant emissions. 

 
The continuing trend of the conference selling out months in advance with record setting attendance 
was again a challenge this year.  The conference sold out in November 2016.  A waiting list was created 
to accommodate registrants after the cap was reached and all those on the waiting list cleared.  I 
encourage you to be responsive to next year’s conference registration announcements.  The informal 
setting promoting the free exchange of ideas and information between attendees makes this conference 
very unique and popular.   

 
Altogether, 238 people participated in this year’s conference with attendees representing interests 
ranging from testing firms, laboratories, regulators, industry representatives, equipment vendors, 
suppliers, and consultants.  An estimated breakdown of the attendees is shown below.   

 
Conferee Affiliation Percentage of Total Attendees 

Academic/Research Institution 2.9% 

Consulting Firm 16.4% 

Industry 13.0% 

Laboratory 6.7% 

Regulatory Agency 11.8% 

Source Testing Firm 32.8% 

Supplier/Vendor 16.4% 

 
The Session Chairs and Co-Chairs were vital to the success of this year’s conference.  They performed an 
outstanding job soliciting the papers pertinent to the issues identified during the 2016 conference.  Our 
presenters were all leading experts and professionals in their respective fields of interest.  The 
presentations were well organized, with informative content and data.  The conference had 43 oral 
presentations and 12 poster presentations.  I would also like to acknowledge the large number of first 
time presenters at this year’s conference. 

 
The inherent dangers in the industry were recognized and discussed again this year with a five-minute 
safety presentation during each of the sessions.  Attendees also received a safety t-shirt.  We would like 
to thank those who participated in the logo design contest for the 2017 safety t-shirt.  AEROS 
Environmental Inc. won the design competition and t-shirts were provided to all conference 
participants, thanks to the financial contributions of the 28 sponsors who shared the design 
competitors’ commitment to safety. 
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On Wednesday evening Ray Merrill of the US EPA received the well-deserved honor of being inducted 
into the SES Hall of Fame.  Congratulations to Ray and good job to the Hall of Fame Committee for 
organizing the roast.  I would also like to thank Peter Westlin for his many years of service as part of the 
Hall of Fame Committee and congratulate him on his retirement from same.  It will be difficult to find a 
worthy replacement! 

 
Thank you to the US Environmental Protection Agency, the Source Testing Association (our sister group 
in the UK), and the International Society for Automation-Analysis Division for their continued support 
and endorsement of the SSSAAP conference.  Their continued support and recognition of the SSSAAP 
Conference reinforces the credibility of the conference, especially with those individuals and 
organizations that may not be familiar with the SES or our profession.   

 
An important aspect of each year’s conference is the extracurricular activities.  Time spent with fellow 
attendees on the golf course, the volleyball court, the shooting range, the multiple social hours, at 
dinner and elsewhere away from the conference room are important opportunities to exchange ideas 
and information.  Thank you to all of our benefactors for their sponsorship of our fun during what 
turned out to be a very busy and productive week of learning. 
 
In closing, based on the feedback received, the technical program accomplished the conference’s main 
purpose of sharing and advancing new technical ideas in the field of air emissions measurement and 
monitoring.  I want to personally thank Antoinette Chartier and the staff at Hospitality Management 
Systems, the staff at the JW Marriott, David Elam for mentoring me in my role as the 2016 Conference 
Co-Chair, Bob Finken and Peter Westlin for Steering Committee guidance, Gail Westlin for her invaluable 
assistance with the printed program, and my Co-Chair Jon Hays for all of their support and hard work 
which helped make this conference a success.  I wish Jon and his team continued success in planning the 
2018 conference. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 

  
Tina Sanderson 
2017 SSSAAP Conference Chair 
April 28, 2017 


